U.S. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
201 12th Street South

Arlington, Virginia 22202-5452

AUG 16 2016

MEMORANDUM FOR PATRICIA W. SILVEY
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Operations

Mine Safety and Heatth Administration
. {ELD

THROUGH:
Administrator for
Metal and Nonmetal Mine Safety and Health
FROM: THOMAS W. CHARBONEAU
Director, Office of Assessmen
SUBJECT: Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA)
Office of Accountability Review, Metal and Nonmetal North
Central District, Fort Dodge, lowa Field Office, and [}
introduction

This memorandum summarizes the Office of Accountability’s review of the subject
district office, field office, and mine. This review included MSHA field activities; level of
enforcement; conditions and practices at the mine; Field Accompanied Reviews (FARs);
Office Reviews (ORs) and MSHA supervisory and managerial oversight. The review
also involved evaluations to determine if there were any issues in areas commonly
identified during Agency internal reviews of MSHA's actions following past mine
disasters.

Positive findings are included in this accountability review report; no issues were
identified during the review which required a corrective action plan.

Purpose

The purpose of accountability reviews is to determine whether MSHA enforcement
policies, procedures, and guidance are being followed consistently, assess whether
mission critical enforcement activities are accomplished effectively and to evaluate and
improve the overall performance of MSHA’s enforcement program. The major outcome
expected from the Office of Accountability review program is the identification of
potential or actual areas for improvement and the subsequent implementation of
effective corrective actions to address any identified issues.

You can now file your MSHA forms online at www MSHA gov. It's easy, it's fast, and it saves you money!


www.MSHA.gov

Office of Accountability (OA) Specialists Troy Davis and Jerry Kissell (Review Team)
conducted this review of Metal and Nonmetal's (MNM) North Central District and the
Fort Dodge, lowa Field Office (FO), from This review
focused on inspection activities during FY 2015 (October 2014 through March 2015)
and the first half of FY 2016 (October 2015 through March 2016), and included
supervisory oversight activities such as Accompanied Activities and ORs for the last half
of FY 2015 and the first half of FY 2016. The review concentrated specifically on

documentation of two regular EQ1 inspections, Event No. and
conducted by the Fort Dodge, lowa Field Office of the

Qverview

This review of the North Central District and the Fort Dodge, |A Field Office (FO) was
conducted in accordance with annual accountability review plan schedule. The

was selected for review due to an elevated S&S issuance rate of 40% in
FY 2015. The mine had received JJJjJj- 104(a) citations and Jj - 104(d) citation in FY
2015 and in the first half of FY 2016 the mine has received‘- 104(a) citations and no
orders.

As a part of this review, the Review Team conducted a mine visit to evaluate general
conditions at the mine; determine whether conditions at the mine are commensurate
with enforcement levels documented in the inspection reports reviewed; and to observe
work practices at the mine site.

The review revealed no major issues that required corrective actions. The Team did
identify some insignificant issues which could be resolved by irmplementation of certain
inspection best practices as described in the General Inspection Procedures Handbook
(GIPH). These issues were discussed with the district. A general outline of the
discussion topics is included in an attachment to this memorandum.

The Review Team accompanied the Assistant District Manager, the Field Office

Supervisor, and an inspector to the ||| | NEGTGEGzG o~ I 2 rart of a Spot

Inspection (E16).

Th is a surface located in

The mine employs approximately miners working three eight-hour production shifts
per day, seven days per week. is mined by drilling and blasting in a surface

single bench quarry and is loaded onto Caterpillar 777- D haul trucks. The raw material

is transported to a primary crusher where the material is resized and conveyers transfer

the material to the mill for processing. The [Jjjjjj produces an average of B tons

of i rer vear.









Attachments
A. Office of Accountability Checklist
B. Citations issued during this review

56.9300a
56.20003a
56.20011
56.20011

C. Discussion Topics
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Aftachment B - Citations issued during the review
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The western entrance to the primary crushing building is not provided a berm

" or guardrall acroass the area whers the elavated roadway goas over ths creek.
This area was measured at 15 foot across and 6 to 8 foot deep with & nearly
straight up and down drop off. Muitiple vehicle tracks could be seen antering
and exiting fram the area using this elevated roadway as they did so. This
condition exposes a person to the hazard of over turning a vshicle or
endangering tha cperator should thay ovar travel the unprotected eleavated edge
of the road.
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Parsons working in the Secondary Crushing Building on the south side of the
F on the base level have repeatedly walked and slid through mud and
ebrls covering the walking surface. Multple tracke left behind in the mud
confimed parsons traveled through rather then cleansd as they entered the
area, In addition to the mud snd rocks a large suction hose also layed across
the walkway being used. Without cleaning as the area le entered a person is
exposed to elip trip and fall hazards creatad by the slippery surface end
naterials they must now negotiete over or across.
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17. Acteri o Twminele  The mud and debris along with the suction hose has been removed
from the area helping to protect @ person from slip trip and fall harxards
created by a lack of housekesping, terminating this citation,
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Both the east and west 3ide entrances into the —
are no longer provided signs posted agalnst entry an splaying the nature of
the potential hazard in this area. Shouid a ™ Push” occur in the kiln this
area can ba quickly flooded with materials hot enough to severly burm and thia
signage is required to alert persons of that potential. Wihtoat adequate
aignage a miner may easily enter this area and unknowingly be expoaed to those
harzards shousld a push occur. :
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All acceas [pointe have been poste against entry and signa provided

ARt for Ackon
displaylng the nature of the hazard within terminating this citation.
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United States Department of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Administration
Office of Accountability

. North . .
District Central Field Office Fort Dodge, 1A Mine ID [ ] Date _

Eacian B hmifastion ke Adien

All areas under the conveyors have been posted against entry with signage
warning of the falling material hazards present helping to alert miners to
thoss hazards terminating this citation.
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United States Departinent of Labor
Mine Safety and Health Adnunistration
Office of Accountability

North

District | iy | FieldOffice | FortDodge, 1A | Mine!D | NN Date |

Ming Citation/Order (1.5, Department of Labor 9
Mine Sefety and Health Adminetration

{Gondraciorn)

Signage is not providad to alert psrsons of the falling material hazard
created at the inclined elevated 102, 105 and 107 #. The area
under these conveyors is sasily accessed and peracns frequently cross under
them as thay travel through these areas. The falling material rsnges in size
from small marble size to scme pieces 4 inches around and fslls from approx. 8
foot to 120 foot abova the walking surface under these conveyors. Without thias

signage the falling materisl hazard is not immediately obvious to pexsons
traveling through this area and sxposes a person to the harard of baing struck

by that material as it falls from above.

Standard 56.20011 was cited ]
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